
 
To the Members of the California State Senate: 
 
I am returning Senate Bill 1563 without my signature. 
 
I am concerned about the large number of high school graduates who enter our colleges 
and universities unprepared to do college-level work. However, it would be redundant to 
create a new pilot program to assess college readiness specifically for prospective 
community college students when the California State University (CSU) already has a 
system that can be used for that purpose.  
 
Moreover, there is no need for the California Community Colleges, in coordination with 
the CSU, to develop a special 12th grade curriculum when the state has taken years to 
develop curriculum frameworks that align with our academic content standards.  A 
special “basic skills” curriculum is not what is needed, instead, the state should focus on 
developing better strategies for teaching students the existing curriculum; this is what 
students will need to have mastered in order to succeed in college.  
 
For these reasons, I am unable to sign this bill. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
 


